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Please scan and 
answer the 
questions



Standardised Assessment Tests ( SATs):

• A benchmark used by the government to judge a school

• A way to learn more about a child’s academic strengths and weaknesses

• They are also used to set GCSE targets and by secondary schools as their 
intake information (and for ability setting)

• Every student in Year 6 will sit them in May - same test, same time, same 
rules

However, they are only a snapshot of how a student performs on that day with 
those questions…progress over time means more than that!



Preparations in School
• High quality teaching and curriculum coverage
• Preparing students for the actual tests - practice SATs weeks, 

practise papers in class, QLAs, PLCs 
• QLA - Question Level Analysis
• PLC - Personalised Learning Checklist

• Boosters – targeted, small groups led by specialist staff
• CGP books – built in retention and recall / revision activities
• Century AI, Spelling Shed, TTRS and Accelerated Reader
• Cross Curricular links – all subjects play their part
• Tutor support (KS2 Specialists) – they know the students well
• Homework Club - Lunchtime 3 x per week 



Arrangements for tests
• With own teacher who knows how best to support them
• Area away from other lessons – quiet, focus - Y5 block
• Time allocation is generous – relaxed atmosphere
• Clear Instructions – students are used to the structure of 

the tests, usual school expectations
• Students know the timetable – know in advance where 

to go and can refer to it
• The tests are just routine – a chance to show what they 

can do!



 Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5

Mon
 6x GPVS Paper            
(45 + 15 mins)                                   

 6y GPVS Paper                
 (45 + 15 mins)

6y go into lunch at 1.15, 
then have KS3 lunch hour

Tues
6x Reading Paper          
 (1 hour)

6y Reading Paper(1 hour)
6y go into lunch at 1.15, 
then have KS3 lunch hour

Wed
6y Arith Test 

(30mins)
6y Maths 2            
(40 mins)

6x Arith test                 
(30 mins)

6x Maths  2                
(40 mins)

6x go into lunch at 1.15, 
then have KS3 lunch hour

Thurs
6y Maths 3         
(40 mins)       

6x Maths 3           
(40 mins)

 Normal Normal

Timetable
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 English



Reading Paper 
Summary 

• 1 paper consisting of 
three extracts to read

• A variety of 
questions including 
multiple choice and 
short sentence 
responses

• 60 minutes 
• 50 marks available 

There are 3 different texts to read. 

These will be a mixture of fiction, 
non-fiction or poetry. 



Example Question



Example Question



Key Inference Questions:
• What makes you think that? 
• Which words give you that impression?  How do 

you feel about…? 
• Can you explain why…?
• I wonder what the writer intended?  
• I wonder why the writer decided to…?  What do 

these words mean and why do you think the author 
chose them?



Key Retrieval Questions:
• Who are the characters in the book?  
• Where does the story take place?  
• What did s/he/it look like?  
• Who was s/he/it?  
• Where did s/he/it live?  
• Where in the book would you find…?  
• What do you think is happening here?  
• What happened in the story?  
• What might this mean?  



● Establish a regular routine (aim for 15 minutes a day)
● Discuss complex words and their meaning
● Read from different sources, including fiction and non-fiction
● Try paired reading - taking it in turns to read a paragraph 

each
● Try echo reading - you read it and then they repeat it to you
● Get your child to write a book review or talk about what they 

are reading to you
● Let them see you reading too!

Tips to Support Reading:



• A spelling test is administered containing 20 words, which 
lasts approximately 15 minutes

• A separate test is given on grammar, punctuation and 
vocabulary

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer 
questions including some multiple choice

• Marks for these two tests are added together to give a 
total for grammar, punctuation and spelling.

Spelling, Punctuation, Vocabulary and 
Grammar Paper



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



Spelling Lists



Spelling Paper 2



Tips to Support GPVS

● Split words into phonetic syllables, i.e.
Wed-nes-day for Wednesday

● Play spelling games like hangman, scrabble or word 
searches

● Encourage children to learn their spellings (Spelling Shed)
● Discuss the meaning of spellings
● Try using new words in a sentence
● Look at punctuation choices when reading 



• No SATs writing test

• Writing focuses on composition, grammar, punctuation 

and spelling

• Teachers assess writing based on work collected 

throughout the year

• Assessments are moderated with other professionals to 

ensure consistency nationwide

Final judgements will be shared with parents/carers 

alongside other assessments.

Writing



● Practice weekly spelling lists together and make it an enjoyable 

activity

● Create writing opportunities, like composing letters to family or 

friends, making shopping lists or writing notes, stories and poems

●  Write with your child to set a positive example, focusing on the 

correct use of punctuation

● Encourage the use of a dictionary for checking spelling and a 

thesaurus for finding synonyms and antonyms to expand vocabulary

● Point out strong writing features, such as vocabulary, sentence 

structure and punctuation, when reading together

● Remind your child that good readers become good writers!

Ways to help your child develop their writing
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Key Stage 2 Maths SAT papers

Paper 1: Arithmetic
                          30 minutes                      40 marks

Paper 2: Mathematical Reasoning
                          40 minutes                      35 marks

Paper 3: Mathematical Reasoning
                          40 minutes                      35 marks
                                                       

        Total  110 marks



Add and subtract whole numbers and decimals with 
more than 4 digits, including using formal written column 
addition and subtraction.



Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using 
the formal methods of short or long division



Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole 
number using the formal written method of long 
multiplication



Use the four rules with fractions, including mixed 
numbers



Some examples from previous reasoning papers:



Some examples from previous reasoning papers:



Ways to help your child
One of the most important ways is to talk to your child:
• Most importantly, be positive!
• Discuss what they have been doing in each Maths lesson. 
• Go through their homework tasks with them
• Use the support materials/home learning software
• Engage with QLA - use Century to support the red / amber 

sections

CGP SATs Question Book / Revision Book 
Century Tech - Children login using their
school email / password
Personalised pathway



Tips to Support Maths
● Ask questions about the world around them such as:

○ Telling the time, differences in time, reading timetables, 
cooking times

○ Measuring, estimating, checking lengths and weights, 
temperatures and angles

○ Money, shopping bills, change and tickets
○ Working out fractions, percentages, ratios, discounts

● Also try problem solving together
● Keep your language positive - don’t say ‘I’m rubbish at Maths’
● Encourage them to use mental maths, not just a calculator



Further ways to help your child
Certain vocabulary your child needs to know, for example:
     prime numbers square numbers    
     factors multiples                    
     perimeter area            
     mode median                                     
     mean        range
     parallel               perpendicular
     reading graphs   converting units   
     types of angle             names of polygons 

   triangle and quadrilateral properties  etc

http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/qr/v/vertex.html

http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/qr/v/vertex.html


Mr Spence
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 How parents/carers can help



How do you get really, really good at 
anything?



How do you get really, really good 
at anything?
• Hard work
• Sacrifice
• Mindset
• Commitment
• Goal setting – SMART 

TARGETS
• Visualisation of 

positive outcomes

• Just ‘show up’

• Take the opportunities

• Try your best

• Get a tiny bit better 
every day

• Work on your gaps



Knowing 
gaps in 
learning:



Knowing 
gaps in 
learning:







Utilising the data

We have seen what we are doing at school.
What you can do at home is …

Past paper content domain:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDg9zS854ow

Watch from 6 mins 20 seconds onwards

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDg9zS854ow






Marginal gains

‘Success is a few simple 
disciplines, practiced 
every day; while failure is 
simply a few errors in 
judgement repeated 
every day.’

Jim Rohn



Marginal gains

What does this look like?

● Little and often
● Engaging with the home learning software 

and CGP books daily
● Reading - Reading with your child when you 

can



Homework and home study





● Take an interest and ALWAYS be positive

● Get them into school each day - good attendance = good progress

● Discuss school work with your son/daughter

● Support them with home learning

● Help them with a home learning timetable - little and often

● Encourage your son/daughter to ask for help at home or school

● Help your son/daughter to get organised

● Know homework, booster and exam dates

● Encourage, praise & reward

● Feed, water and believe in them

How parents/carers can help:



What doesn’t help?

• Comparison with siblings
• Constantly mentioning exams
• Too much internet usage (keep it simple)
• Referring back to, ‘When I was at school…’
• Late bedtimes
• Too much screen time
• Skipping breakfast or having an unhealthy breakfast (crisps!)



Supporting your child

Calm study 
space, free from 

distractions

Eating well Sleep Try to avoid other 
external stress

Help with revision

Time 
management 

(balance between 
study and breaks)

Exercise Treats and 
rewards

Punctuality Preparation 
(equipment and 

revision 
materials)



Next steps & Key Dates:
● Mock SATS week beginning 2nd March
● Chilli challenge - Half term and Easter holidays (copies here)
● Easter school- 8th and 10th of April

○ Monday 13th April is staff training day
○ Monday 4th May Bank Holiday

● Year 6 SATS week beginning 11th May



All students will be ready for the 

challenge of SATs.

It is their chance to show just what 

they can do!

They can’t fail them.

It is all about confidence and them 

giving it their best.

Finally…



Questions 
Please feel free to come and speak 
to us and ask any questions.


