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Reading Paper 

Summary 

• 1 paper consisting 

of three extracts to 

read. 

• A variety of 

questions, including 

multiple choice and 

short sentence 

responses. 

• 60 minutes 

• 50 marks available. 

There are 3 different texts to read. 

These will be a mixture of fiction, non-

fiction or poetry. 



Meaning  

of words 

Retrieve Summarise Infer / 

justify

Predict Identify / 

explain 

linking to 

whole text

Identify / 

explain 

meaning 

Compare 

Skills which are tested through the 

reading paper



Example Question



Example Question



The content domains that featured most heavily in the 2025 KS2 SATs Reading 

paper were Inference (2d) and Retrieval (2b).

Together, these two domains accounted for the majority of the total marks (39 out of 

50).

•Inference (2d) was the most heavily weighted domain, making up 48% of the marks 

(24 marks out of 50). This requires pupils to make inferences and justify them with 

evidence from the text.

•Retrieval (2b) was the second most common domain, making up 30% of the marks 

(15 marks out of 50). This involves retrieving and recording explicit information or 

identifying key details.

The remaining content domains carried much less weight. For instance, 'Give or 

explain the meaning of words in context' (2a) accounted for 6 marks (12%).



How can parents help with reading at home?

Regular reading makes a huge difference to SATs 

success and beyond. Encourage your child to:

•Read daily – a mixture of fiction, non-fiction and poetry.

•Talk about the text – ask questions like “Why do you think 

the character did that?” or “What might happen next?”

•Explore vocabulary – pick out tricky words and discuss 

their meanings.

•Model good reading habits – let your child see you 

reading too.

The most important thing is to make reading enjoyable and 

part of everyday life.







1. About the Story:

•What happens at the start, middle and end?

2. Thinking About Characters:

•How is the main character feeling and why?

3. Words and Language:

•Find a word you don’t know. What do you think 

it means?

4. Predicting:

•What do you think will happen next?

5. Your Opinion:

•What was your favourite part of the story? 

Why?



• We take it for granted 
that various common 
sayings are 
understood by our 
pupils but it is worth 
checking this … you 
might be surprised by 
the idioms they are 
not familiar with!

Idioms

Common Idioms for KS2

• Break the ice – to start a conversation in a new situation

• Bite off more than you can chew – to take on too much work or 

responsibility

• Hit the nail on the head – to say something exactly right

• Let the cat out of the bag – to reveal a secret

• Piece of cake – something that is very easy

• Costs an arm and a leg – very expensive

• Once in a blue moon – something that happens very rarely

• Under the weather – feeling sick

• The ball is in your court – it’s your turn to make a decision or take 

action

• Caught between a rock and a hard place – having to choose 

between two bad options

• Spill the beans – to tell a secret

• A storm in a teacup – making a big deal out of something small

• Cry over spilt milk – getting upset about something that can’t be 

changed

• Hit the books – to study hard

• Keep your chin up – stay positive even when things are hard



• A spelling test is administered containing 20 words, 

which lasts approximately 15 minutes.

• A separate test is given on grammar, punctuation and 

vocabulary. 

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short 

answer questions including some multiple choice.

• Marks for these two tests are added together to give a 

total for grammar, punctuation and spelling.

Spelling, Punctuation, Grammar and Vocabulary 

Paper 



Past Question Analysis



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 2



Spelling Shed

Spelling Shed: Helping Children Become Confident 

Spellers

What is Spelling Shed?

Spelling Shed is an online platform that makes spelling practice fun, engaging 

and effective. Children play interactive games to practise weekly spelling lists 

set by their teacher, while also developing wider spelling knowledge.

This is the programme we use in school to teach spelling.  All of our Year 

6 students have their own log-ins and can access support activities at 

home. This is currently how homework is set (Tuesday). 



Spelling Shed

How can parents/carers help at home?

•Encourage 3–4 short practice sessions per week.

•Ask your child to explain a spelling rule they are 

practising.

•Focus on ‘little and often’ rather than long sessions.

•Celebrate effort and improvement, not just scores.



➢ Compulsory: Weekly spelling homework

➢ Encourage students to use ‘Hive’ and ‘Bee-

Seiged’ sections of the website too

➢ Spelling Shed follows the National 

Curriculum spelling list



Year 5 and 6 Spelling Lists



Purpose of KS2 Writing Assessment

Writing is assessed to ensure pupils are ready for 
secondary school.

It forms part of the end of Key Stage 2 teacher 
assessment (TA) – there is no formal test in writing.

It contributes to the overall KS2 outcomes alongside 
reading, maths, and grammar, punctuation & spelling (GPS).



How Writing is Assessed

Teacher Assessment (TA) based on evidence from day-to-
day writing across the curriculum.

Judged against national Teacher Assessment Frameworks 
(TAFs) set by the Department for Education.

Pupils are not judged on one piece of writing, but on a 
collection of work.



The Assessment Standards

Teachers will assess pupils at one of these three main standards:

1. Working Towards the Expected Standard

2. Working At the Expected Standard

3. Working at Greater Depth Within the Expected Standard



Each standard includes specific ‘pupil can 
Statements related to:

● Spelling

● Handwriting

● Grammar and punctuation

● Sentence structure

● Vocabulary choices

● Cohesion and structure of writing



Examples of Year 6 Writing at the 
Expected Standard





Examples of Year 6 Writing at Greater 
Depth 





What Teachers Are Looking For

Consistent use of the skills across different pieces.

Independent work (i.e. not heavily scaffolded or corrected by 
adults).

Ability to adapt writing for different purposes and audiences.

Accuracy, creativity, and technical control.



Types of Writing Used for Evidence

A range of genres: narrative, non-fiction, persuasive, explanation 
texts, etc.

Evidence from English lessons, but also from cross-curricular 
writing (e.g. Science, Humanities).

The writing must be the pupil’s own work, although editing and 
redrafting are part of the process.



Moderation Process

School may be moderated by the Local Authority 
(LA) to ensure consistency and fairness.

Moderation is based on evidence collected over 
time, not a single "test".



How Parents Can Support at Home

Encourage regular reading and discussion about books (to build 
vocabulary and sentence structures).

Provide opportunities for purposeful writing (e.g. letters, stories, 
reviews).

Focus on spelling and punctuation accuracy when appropriate.

Praise effort, creativity, and resilience with writing.



Timeline and Reporting

Writing assessments are made by end of June.

Reported to parents with other KS2 results (usually in 
July).

Writing is teacher-assessed, not test-based – so no 
scaled score is given, just the standard met.



Writing 25/26

Free-write 
Friday!



To summarise

Writing is assessed holistically by the teacher.

It's about consistent performance across various tasks.

The goal is to ensure pupils are confident, independent 
writers.

Parents play an important role in nurturing writing habits and 
confidence at home.




